
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

LECTURE Series 

Friday, May 14, 2027 
7 pm Eastern / 4 pm Pacific 

With	KATHRYN	J.	SHIVELY	
 

IMMORTAL CONFEDERACY:  
Jubal A. Early & the War for History 

 

Kathryn J. Shively approaches Early cri5cally, showing how he is be:er 
understood as a historian than a mythologist. This reframing explains the 
pernicious durability of the Lost Cause. Early’s use of emerging historic 
methods―such as primary sources, cita5ons, numerical data, peer review, 
objec5ve tone, and archives building―enabled his revanchist narra5ve to 
appear as truth. Early alleged that overwhelming odds caused Confederate 
defeat, the war hinged on James Longstreet’s failure at Ge:ysburg, and 
Robert E. Lee was the war’s principal hero, moving discussion from African 
American civil rights and the war’s broader meanings to a narrower tale of 
military affairs. Early’s mul5faceted historical campaign in wri5ng, the 
archives, and commemora5on also launched a new wave of Confederate 
na5onalism, one which denigrated his enemies and excluded Black 
Americans and women from Civil War history. 
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